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' Portraits. of two Y women hang in the lobby: of
Muirray-LaSaine ElementarySchool, buts some would _
. passbyunawareoftheif significance. - :
L Thatchangediastyea.tafterthe]amalslandschool '

" proclaimed Oct. 16 as Murray-LaSaine Dayin honor -

" ofthewomen whoselegacyiscarriedon intheschool’s

- pame, Oldef students attended afi assémibly tolearn .-

. .about the school’s history, and family members of .
Mary Alice LaSaine and Emily Albertha Iohnston :
Mirrtay came to the school. '

" LaSaine was the former supervisor of schools for -

~ black students in Charleston Cotinty, and Murray
was a cmmt)r teacher and prmapal ofthe elementary ;

- Please see SCHOBLS Page GB



- “With Jess potenitial for coritroversy.

-E ponymous schools a fading trend.

. 'it’s i, snch as West Ashley ngh '

- ' ot Hanahan Middle. But ndniing
‘ sehool forblackstudents that Iater-,

- subdivision built by a deweloper '

: 5010015 From Page 1B~

inecame Murray*LaSame
.. »“Thehistory'is so.deép here,
' pnnapal Lara Lotto said."

. Dozens of Lowcountry schools.

prewous}ywere named for histori- -
- talandlocal’ community: leaders;
© butthatno longér seénis fo e the

' trend School'djstticts are.shying

away from; naming schoels for.

- people;instead: ophngformomkers

- ¥ Consider the names-for two of

o };the three new schioolsin suburban-
L Dorchester District. 2 Eagle Nest
““and River Oaks: The namés refer - Thi

o iothenamralfeatures nearsdmol
: .gtounds

Lo Butboardmembersalsoreverfed; Schoc
L _;o traditiofi by paming the third Coo
- school for former distiictsaperin- dis

L {endentandcunen' schoolboard

mcmber Bill Reeve:

-3 Schoot officials should stnve to :
" jtamé buildings after noteworthy - Boi
 people whio illustrate the core'set T
bfvaluesembraced by the commus.

" nity, said Jay P.‘Greene, a senior
fellow dt the Manhattan Institute -
Jor Policy Researchand head of the:
‘Uniiversity of Arkansas” depart—_ -

: l'nent of educatzon ‘reform.

:'Greerre wrote a recent report B.

K ,';xamunng school names in seven

 states.and discovered an- ovérall.

shift toward gwmg schools na-
$ure” names,
~ InFlorida; 44 percent of schools

Built before 19581 were named af- -
-, Yer people, but -only 26 percent of
;Fchools- built in‘the last ~decade - En
“were named for people. Nature
- “mames spiked, with 37 percentof | + -
-"ﬁlondaschoolsbuﬂtmthelastde- .
_ €ade paying homage fo ammals, ‘

K frees, flowers : and water. ©
»“Loéal cominunities have to. de-

ude what’s important to them,” | .
h "Greene said. “Some namesare | -
‘ chosen for their general, appeal- |

ing sound. But we should use

these naming opportunities‘to | .
ry to convinee our children what |

Yee. thmkls 1mportant — person,’
place or nature — and weatleast

_Deed to think about what we want | . l

’to communicate to.them.”
= :Greene said there’s nothmg
. Wrong with naming a school af-

ier the local mumc;pallty ortown |.

o

‘.&1— R

a school after a'neighborhood or

isn’t the same, he said;-

. “Thatonly represents a market-

ing opportunity,” he said.

In Charleston, more than one-
third of the district’s 80 sehools ‘
are named in honor of: someone, -in Dor
.mostly local résidents. Schools
oncewere named forhvmgpeople, e
but that hasn’t happened muchin-
- the past 30 years because. aboard
policy prohibits it. The board pre- .
fersschool bulld}ngs fi

for geographic at
boardy

yln
. ; ngmmgprocess bedorhe_-r b
inga political  situation,in which

f James: - time and renidins an-example for
Edw: Moinit - the community. I “don’f know why
Pleasarit in 1681, P apal Tom
Lee; who has served ds head of
“the school sinceitopened, said the -
* Iocal board wanted the sctiool to
bearthename ofa Mount Pleasant :
By the state - .-0r 937-55¢

‘Edwards has stayed achve at the -,"
schooland regularlyattends school :

ceremonies and programs. ;-

Berkeley County is home to the:. bl
-smjallest percentage of schools -
_nained after people. ‘Onlythree of .
‘the district’s 37 schoolsarenamed . -
forlocal educatorsorschool found:"-
-ers. Onlyone of the five schools ¢
r District 4. 1. named Y

aftera former eduCator . i
But Dorchester District 2 ap-

phes its-school na,mmg policy -
-more liberally, w1th six ont-of 2
-~schools . :

eflamed - mem|

ther :, Depression,” saldi _Stbudenmtre, ;
- 'now @ schoo] board miember. “He :

erved for.such 3 long period o

schools wouldn’t want to cherish
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'the values of someonehke that.” a3
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